Elliptical Marquee Tool |
Photoshop

The Photoshop Elliptical Marquee Tool is a selection tool that allows us to select
an oval or circular area in a Photoshop document. Its operation is quite similar to
the Photoshop Rectangular Marquee Tool, the only difference being the shape of

the selection area.
Please look at Basic Photoshop Tutorials for Beginners

Where is the Elliptical Marquee Tool in
Photoshop?

In the Tools panel, the Elliptical Marquee Tool is by default concealed underneath
the Rectangular Marquee Tool. Click on the Rectangular Marquee Tool and hold
the mouse button down for a few seconds to display a menu with the other tools
positioned behind it.


https://www.photoshoplearn.net/rectangular-marquee-tool-in-photoshop/
https://www.photoshoplearn.net/category/basic-photoshop-tutorials-for-beginners/
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The Elliptical Marquee Tool will replace the Rectangular Marquee Tool in the Tools
menu after you select it. You must click and hold on the Elliptical Marquee Tool
and then choose the Rectangular Marquee Tool from the menu to return to it.

What is the Elliptical Marquee Tool shortcut?



Press "M" to bring up the Rectangular Marquee tool. Press “M” and hold Shift
when selecting to use the Elliptical Marquee.

You can go to the Edit menu and then Preferences, and you can just look for
the Use Shift Key for Tool Switch option. To transition between the two
Marquee tools when this option is selected, you must press the Shift key. If you
prefer to switch between them with the M key alone, you can just uncheck the
option.
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How to use the Elliptical Marquee Tool?

To create an oval selection using the Elliptical Marquee Tool, click where you
want the selection to start, then hold down the mouse button and drag in the
desired direction until the selection outline surrounds the object or region. To
finish the selection, let go of the mouse button.

The method | explained above was the most common one, but there are other
ways: Setting some options in the Options Bar at the top of the screen is one
method. One of the settings, Style, is set to Normal by default, allowing us to
design any ellipse form we like. Change the Style option to Fixed Ratio to limit



the selection’s form to a perfect circle. Photoshop will automatically set the width
and height in the Options Bar to 1, limiting the selection’s width-to-height aspect
ratio to 1:1 and producing a perfect circle.
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To set my starting position, I'll click and hold down the mouse button somewhere
above the circle’s upper left corner. From there, I'll drag down toward the lower
right corner until I've chosen the circle. The choices we selected in the choices Bar
will limit the selection to a perfect circle as | drag it out. I'll have to hold down my
spacebar a few times to move the selection as | draw it, where the selection
outline moves farther away from my starting point as | drag it out. I'll let go of my
mouse button to finish the selection when I'm finished.

How to drawing a circle with Elliptical Marquee Tool?

Another way to draw a circle with that tool is to press the Shift key while drawing.



The Elliptical Marquee Tool can also be used to draw elliptical selections from the
center outward, which is frequently a more straightforward method. To choose an
object or region, click in the middle of it, then drag while holding down the Alt
(Windows) or Option (Mac) keys. The location you first clicked will become the
selection’s center point as soon as you press and hold the Alt/Option key. From
there, the selection will spread out in all directions as you drag.

Once more, the sequence in which you complete tasks is crucial. To start the
selection, click and drag. To limit the selection to a circle, press and hold
Alt/Option. Then, drag farther. To finish the selection, let go of the mouse button
and then let go of the Alt/Option key.

A circular selection can also be pulled out from the middle. Update the keyboard
shortcut to include the Shift key. To confine the selection to a circle and force it
out from its center, click and drag to start the selection, then press and hold
Shift+Alt (Win) or Shift+Option (Mac). After you've finished dragging out the
selection, let go of the mouse button to finish it, and then let go of the Shift and
Alt/Option keys.




When Should You Use the Elliptical Marquee
Tool? (Real Use Cases)

The Elliptical Marquee Tool is most useful when you need to work with round or
oval areas in an image. Instead of selecting objects randomly, this tool helps you
create clean, geometric selections for precise edits.

Here are some real-world situations where this tool is especially helpful:

« Selecting a person'’s face to apply light retouching without affecting the
background

« Creating circular profile pictures or thumbnails
« Isolating round objects like plates, coins, or logos

« Highlighting details inside circular areas for design or social media
graphics
Tip:
If the subject is not perfectly round, use this tool for the base selection and refine
the edges later using Select and Mask.

Mini Project: Create a Circular Profile Photo
(Beginner-Friendly)

Let's use the Elliptical Marquee Tool in a small, practical project.

Goal:
Create a clean circular profile image for social media or a website.
Steps:
1. Open your portrait photo in Photoshop.
2. Select the Elliptical Marquee Tool from the Toolbar.
3. Hold Shift + Alt / Option and drag from the center of the face to create
a perfect circular selection.
4. Go to Select > Inverse and remove the background.
5. Add a solid background color or gradient behind the subject.

6. Export the image as a PNG.

Result:
You now have a professional-looking circular profile image with a clean edge.



Elliptical Marquee vs Other Selection Tools
(Which One Should You Use?)

Choosing the right selection tool saves time and gives better results.

 Elliptical Marquee Tool
Best for round or oval selections with clean edges.
« Rectangular Marquee Tool
Best for square or rectangular areas like banners or crops.
o Lasso Tools
Better for rough, freehand selections.
« Object Selection Tool
Best for complex subjects like people or animals.
Smart workflow tip:
Start with the Elliptical Marquee Tool for the basic shape, then refine with Select
and Mask or Quick Selection Tool for more natural edges.

Adding white vignette effect

| want to give this picture a traditional white vignette effect, and the Elliptical
Marquee Tool will make it simple. To produce my effect without altering the
original image, | will first create a new blank layer. I'll accomplish that by selecting
the New Layer icon located at the bottom of the Layers panel.
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I'm going to use Photoshop's Fill function to apply white to this new layer. I'll
choose it by selecting Fill from the Edit menu at the top of the screen.

Undo Flatten Image Ctrl+Z
Redo Shift+Ctrl+Z
Toggle Last State Alt+Ctrl+Z
Fade... Shift+Ctrl+F
Cut Ctrl+X
Copy Ctrl+C

Copy Merged
Paste Ctri+V

Paste Special
Clear

Ctrl+F

Stroke...
Content-Aware Fill...

Content-Aware Scale Alt+Shift+Ctrl+C
Puppet Warp

Perspective Warp

Free Transform Ctrl+T
Transform )



The Fill dialogue box appears as a result. I'll fill “Layer 1" with white after choosing
White in the Contents area in the upper half of the dialog box and clicking OK to
close it.

Fill X

Contents:  Foreground Color -1 ( oK )

Cancel

Blending

Mode: Normal
Opacity: 100

Preserve Transparency

Currently, the entire document window is white, making it impossible to view the
wedding couple’s photo. I'll click the Layer Visibility symbol (also called the
“eyeball”) to the left of “Layer 1" in the Layers panel to temporarily hide it so | can
view the original image once more.

m @ THL®

o

Layer 1




I'll start my vignetting effect by creating an oval selection around the wedding
pair now that | can see the original image. As we previously saw, I'll choose the
Elliptical Marquee Tool from the Toolbar, and I'll click in the upper left corner of
the image to indicate where | want to start my selection. I'll then drag down
toward the lower right corner of the picture while continuing to hold down my
mouse button. An oval selection outline surrounds the couple in the middle of
the photograph as | drag.
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Precise selection area correction

As you drag out the selection, the selection outline gradually drifts away from the
location you clicked on because elliptical forms are rounded and lack corners.
Because of this, it may be nearly hard to initiate the selection at the precise
moment you require.

Thankfully, the Elliptical Marquee Tool can be used to relocate selections while
you're drawing them using the same technique as the Rectangular Marquee Tool.
Just drag with your mouse while holding down the spacebar to move the oval
selection back into place, then let go of the spacebar and drag it out again. As
you draw the selection, you'll need to relocate it a few times. To accomplish this,
hold down the spacebar each time, drag the selection outline back into position,
then let go of the spacebar and drag the selection out again.


https://www.photoshoplearn.net/photoshop-toolbar/

You can release your mouse button to finish your oval selection whenever you're
satisfied with its dimensions, shape, and placement. An elliptical selection outline
now surrounds the couple in the picture.

Using feathering

In a moment, | will create my vignette effect by removing the center of the solid
white layer using the oval selection | made with the Elliptical Marquee Tool. The
only issue is that selection boundaries are rigid by default, and I actually require a
gentle, seamless transition between the picked and unselected portions of the
image to get my vignette effect. In Photoshop, we can “feather” the edges of our
selection to make them softer. To do this, pick Modify from the pick menu at the
top of the screen, then select Feather.

Select and Mask... Alt+Ctrl+R

Modify d Border..

Smooth...
Grow - g
Similar paC=
Contract...
Transform Selection Feather.. Shift+F6

Edit in Quick Mask Mode

Load Selection...
Save Selection...




This opens the Feather Selection dialog box in Photoshop. To create a seamless
transition between the pair in the middle of the picture and the white vignette
edges, | will adjust my Feather Radius value to approximately 30 pixels. The size
of your photo will determine the precise value you use, and it may take some trial
and error before you get it just right.

Feather Selection X

Feather Radius: 5 pixels

Apply effect at canvas bounds Cancel

To close the dialog window, I'll click OK. Photoshop feathers the edges of the
selection for me, but we won't be able to see the impact until we do anything
with the selection, which is what we're going to do now. To restore the solid
white fill, I will click the Layer Visibility icon on “Layer 1" again.

This makes the selection outline we made easy to notice by filling the document
window with white once more.




Lastly, I'll just hit Delete (Windows) or Backspace (Mac) on my keyboard to
remove the white space inside the selection outline, finishing the vignette effect. |
will use the Elliptical Marquee Tool to click anywhere inside the document
window to remove the selection outline because | no longer need it. Observe
how the feathering we used creates a gentle transition between the white edges

and the central photo.

Drawing the oval selection and producing the vignette effect were made simple
with the Elliptical Marquee Tool.

Common Beginner Mistakes (And How to Fix
Them)



Many beginners struggle with the Elliptical Marquee Tool because of small
mistakes that lead to messy selections. Here are the most common issues and
how to avoid them:

Mistake 1: Starting the selection from the wrong position

Beginners often drag from one corner and get an off-center selection.

v Fix: Hold Alt / Option while dragging to draw the selection from the center.
Mistake 2: Getting an oval when you need a perfect circle

v Fix: Hold Shift while dragging to create a perfect circle.

Mistake 3: Jagged or inaccurate edges

v Fix: Zoom in before making your selection, then slightly feather the selection
(1-2px) for smoother results.

Mistake 4: Accidentally moving the selection while dragging

v Fix: Hold the Spacebar while dragging to reposition the selection before
releasing the mouse.

How This Tool Fits Into Real Editing Workflows

The Elliptical Marquee Tool is rarely used alone in professional editing. It usually
works as part of a simple workflow:

« Step 1: Create a basic circular selection

o Step 2: Refine the edges (Select and Mask)

o Step 3: Apply adjustments (Brightness/Contrast, Color Balance)
« Step 4: Blend the selection into the background

This workflow is commonly used in:

« Portrait retouching
o Product photo highlights
« Social media graphics

« Thumbnails and avatars

Continue Learning Photoshop Selections

If you want better selections, learn these tools next:

« Rectangular Marquee Tool

e Lasso Tool



o Quick Selection Tool
o Object Selection Tool

You can also follow the full learning path here:
Ultimate Photoshop Beginner Guide (Step-by-Step Learning Path)

Sources

https://www.qgifgit.com

https://www.photoshoplearn.net/?p=1323

Babak Siminzar

My name is Babak Siminzar, and photography is my hobby. Digital photography made me use Adobe
Photoshop to edit images, and | started learning Photoshop. | gained experience this way, but | still
continue learning Photoshop.



https://www.photoshoplearn.net/photoshop-beginner-guide/
https://www.gifgit.com/image/elliptical-marquee-tool
https://www.photoshoplearn.net/?p=1323
https://www.photoshoplearn.net/author/pslearn/

